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INTRODUCTION TO WILLIAM

DIAKE
Life and age of Blake (1757-1827)

Blake as:
Blake as a Romantic poet:
* Poet ALK
° |mag|natlon over reason
* Painter

e Mystic and visionary

Historical background:

ndustrial Revolution

renc

e Socia

* |mportance of childhood

* Nature and spirituality

Blake’s opposition to:

* Organized religion

h Revolution * Social oppression

inequality in England * Materialism




Life and age of Blake (1757—

Blake’s Concept of “Contraries”

Blake’s Idea of Religion

, i ) i) o e William Blake believed that “Without contraries is no
e Blake believed in a persona| and Imaginative re||g|on.

. /4
progression.

* He opposed rigid church rules and hypocrisy.
e Human life grows through opposite forces.

* (God, according to Blake, exists in human imagination

* |mportant contraries in Blake's poetry:

nd love. .

and love Innocence vs Experience

* Religion should teach freedom, mercy, and G
compassion. Gentleness vs Power

* He believed every human being has divine qualities.  Faith vs Questioning

* His poetry combines spirituality with social criticism.  Both opposite forces are necessary for balance and
deve|opment.

* The Lamb and The Tyger represent these opposite ideas.
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Songs of Innocence and of Experience

(1794)

\ /

Songs of Innocence and of Experience is a collection of illustrated poems by William Blake. Originally, Blake

illuminated and bound Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience separately. It was only in 1794 that Blake
combined the two sets of poems into a volume titled Songs of Innocence and of Experience Shewing the Two
Contrary States of the Human Soul. Even after beginning to print the poems together, Blake continued to

produce individual volumes for each of the two sets of poetry.

(Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songs_of Innocence _and of Experience, dt.18.04.2026)




Little lamb, who made thee?

Dost thou |<now who made thee,

Gave thee life, and bid thee feed
By the stream and o'er the mead;
Gave thee clothing of delight,
Softest clothing, woolly, bright;
Gave thee such a tender voice,
Making all the vales rejoice?

Little lamb, who made thee?

Dost thou know who made thee?

THE LAMD

SONGS OF INNOCENCE (17189)

The Lamb has 2 stanzas,

and each stanza contains 10

||nes
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Little lamb, |
Little lamb,

| te|| thee;

| tell thee:

He is called by thy name,

For He calls Himse

e is meek, and

Fa Lamb.

e is mild,

He became a little child.

| a child, and thou a lamb,
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Little lamb, who made thee? Little lamb, I'll tell thee;
Background of the Poem . . ,
Little |amb, I'll tell thee:

Dost thou |<now who made thee,

Gave thee life, and bid thee feed ® Published in Songs of Innocence (1789) foitieniage &0 L
For He calls Himself a Lamb.

* Represents innocence, purity, childhood,  Heis meek and He is mild,

, ‘ el He became a little child.
Softest c|oth|ng, woo||y, bnght; ano| dee ‘OVG M i

ave thee such a tender voice, W/ lled by His name
e are called by M .

e Speaker: a child
Little lamb, God bless thee!

Little lamb, who made thee’? Little lamb, God bless thee!

By the stream and o'er the mead;

Gave thee clothing of delight,

Making all the vales rejoice?

Dost thou know who made thee?




Centra\ Themes

Little lamb, who made thee? Little lamb, I'll tell thee;

Dost thou know who made thee, y |nnocence Little lamb, I'll tell thee:

AL L o= ) He is called by thy name,
ChflStldnlty dnd Splrltua‘lty For He calls Himself a Lamb.

He is meek, and He is mild,

He became a little child.

Gave thee life, and bid thee feed -

By the stream and o'er the mead;

Gave thee clothing of delight, " Creation ano| Creator

Softest clothing, woolly, bright;
. Harmony between nature ano| GOd | a child, and thou a lamb,
Gave thee such a tender voice, NI st s e
Making all the vales rejoice? ? Slmp‘IClt)’ OI: Chl‘dhOOd 320 A B o
Little lamb, who made thee? e : |
° HO‘I Trlnlty Little lamb, God bless theel!

Dost thou know who made thee?




William Blake indirectly presents the Christian idea of the Holy Trinity in The Lamb.

The theme appears through these three connected figures:

* Godth

e Father — the Creator who made the lamb and the child.

o Jesus Christ (the Son) — called “the Lamb of God” in Christianity, symbolizing innocence,

gentleness, and sacrifice.

e The Child/Speaker — represents the human soul connected with divine innocence through the

Holy Spirit.

Blake writes:

1/

He is calleo

by thy name,

:or I’IQ Cd”S

Here, Blake connects God, Christ, and the Lamb together. E

himself a Lamb.”




Symbo‘ism Little lamb, I'll tell thee;
Little lamb, who made thee? Little lamb, I'll tell thee:
Dost thou know who made thee, . Lamb ds S)’mbOI OFI He is called by thy name,
Gave thee life, and bid thee feed For He calls Himself a Lamb.
By the stream and o'er the mead; Innocence He is meek, and He is mild,
Gave thee clothing of delight, JGSUS CI’ITISt (”I_amb OF God”) He became a little child.
Softest clothing, woolly, bright; | a child, and thou a lamb,
Gave thee such a tender voice, Purity ano| gent‘eness We are called by His name.
e il o Child speaker as symbol of innocent tielamo: Godbless thee!
Little lamb, who made thee? Little lamb, God bless theel!
Dost thou know who made thee? l‘]uman SOU‘




|mportant Literary Devices Little lamb, 'l tell thee;

Little lamb, who made thee? Little lamb, ['ll tell thee:
Dost thou know who made thee, g Repetltlon He is called by thy name,
Gave thee life, and bid thee feed - Rhyme ano| rhythm For He calls Himself a Lamb.
By the stream and o'er the mead; He is meek, and He is mild,

Gave thee clothing of delight, g Slmp‘e diction He became a little child.

Softest clothing, woolly, bright; | a child, and thou a lamb,

e Question-answer structure

Gave thee such a tender voice, We are called by His name.
Making all the vales rejoice? ® Pastora‘ imdgery Little lamb, God bless thee!
Little lamb, who made thee? Little lamb, God bless thee!

Dost thou know who made thee?




Tyger! Tyger! burning bright

In the forests of the night,
What immortal hand or eye
Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

In what distant deeps or skies
Burnt the fire of thine eyes?

On what wings dare he aspire”
What the hand, dare sieze the fire”

And what shoulder, & what art,
Could twist the sinews of thy heart”?

And when thy heart began to beat,
What dread hand? & what dread feet?

The Tyger has 6 stanzas, and each

stanza contains 4 |ines (quatrains).
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THE TYUER

SONGS OF EXPIERIENCE

(17194)
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d watard heaven with their tefes
e smile fus work to see?

What the hammer? what the chain?
In what furnace was thy brain”
What the anvil? what dread grasp

Dare its deadly terrors clasp?

When the stars threw down their spears,
And water'd heaven with their tears,

Did he smile his work to see?
Did he who made the Lamb make thee?

Tyger! Tyger! burning bright
In the forests of the night,
What immortal hand or eye

Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?




THE TYUER

SONGS OF EXPERIENCE
(1794)

Tyser! Tyger! burning bright
yger: lyger: ourning org What the hammer? what the chain?

In the forests of the night, In what furnace was thy brain”?

. Background of the Poem
What immortal hand or i What the anvil? what dread grasp

Could frame thy fearful symmetry? Yo PUbliShed in Songs OF Dare its deadly terrors clasp?

Experience (1794)

In what distant deeps or skies When the stars threw down their spears,

Bumnt the fire of thine eyes? ; Represents experience, energy; And water'd heaven with their tears,
: o X : ! j
On what wings dare he aspire’ fear, mystery, and destructlve Did he smile his work to see”?
What the hand, dare sieze the fire? Did he who made the Lamb make thee?
power
And what shoulder, & what art, . Spea ker asks phi|osophica\ Tyger! Tyger! burning bright
Could twist the sinews of thy heart? , In the forests of the night,
questions
And when thy heart began to beat, What immortal hand or eye
What dread hand”? & what dread feet? Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?




THE TYUER

SONGS OF EXPERIENCE
(1794)

Tyser! Tyger! burning bright
yger: lyger: ourning Orig What the hammer? what the chain?

Centra‘ Themes In what furnace was thy brain?
What the anvil? what dread grasp

In the forests of the night,

What immortal hand or eye

Could frame thy fearful symmetry? 2 Mystery of creation Dare its deadly terrors clasp?

e Presence of evil in the world

In what distant deeps or skies When the stars threw down their spears,
Burnt the fire of thine eyes? i POW@F ano| terror And water'd heaven with their tears,
On what wings dare he aspire”? o Divine creativity Did he smile his work to see?
What the hand, dare sieze the fire? Did he who made the Lamb make thee?
¢ Fedr and awe (IIFQGFI:U|
And what shoulder, & what art, symmetry”) Tyger! Tyger! burning bright
Could twist the sinews of thy heart”? In the forests of the night,
And when thy heart began to beat, What immortal hand or eye a
What dread hand? & what dread feet? Dare frame thy fearful symmetry? E
7z




THE TYUER

SONGS OF EXPERIENCE
(1794)

Tyser! Tyger! burning bright
yger: lyger: ourning orng What the hammer? what the chain?

In the forests of the night, In what furnace was thy brain”?

i Symbo\ism
What immortal hand or A What the anvil? what dread grasp
? ’ :
Could frame thy fearful symmetry y T|ger as Symb0| of: Dare its deadly terrors clasp?
i . Power
n what distant deeps or skies When the stars threw down their spears,
Burnt the fire of thine eyes? Energy And water'd heaven with their tears,
On what wings dare he aspire? \/io\ence Did he smile his work to see?
What the hand, dare sieze the fire? Did he who made the Lamb make thee?
Experience
And what shoulder, & what art, Revo|utionary spirit Tyger! Tyger! burning bright
Could twist the sinews of thy heart” In the forests of the night,
Alpha and Omega
And when thy heart began to beat, What immortal hand or eye
What dread hand”? & what dread Tyger (Sp@”iﬂ?,) Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?

oot ?




HE 1YGL

In The Tyger, William Blake indirectly suggests the idea of Alpha and Omega, a Biblical symbol meaning the beginning and

the end of all creation.

In Christianity, God is called “Alpha and Omega” (first and last letters of the Greek alphabet), symbolizing eternal power
and total creation.

In The Tyger, Blake questions the creator of the fearful tiger:

“What immortal hand or eye,

Could frame thy fearful symmetry?”

ne poem suggests that the same creator who made the gent|e Lamb also made the powerfu| Tyger.

us, God is shown as the creator of both innocence and experience, gent|eness and terror — the comp|ete cyc|e of

existence.

The tiger symbo|izes destructive energy, power, mystery, and cosmic force, which connects to the idea of God as both

beginning and end, creator and destroyer.




THE TYUER

SONGS OF EXPERIENCE
(1794)

Tyser! Tyger! burning bright
yger: lyger: ourning o©rig What the hammer? what the chain?

In the forests of the night, In what furnace was thy brain”?

Important Literary Devices

What immortal hand or eye What the anvil? what dread grasp

Could frame thy feartul symmetry ? y Symb0|i5m Dare its deadly terrors clasp?
| | * Alliteration
In what distant deeps or skies When the stars threw down their spears,
Burnt the fire of thine eyes? i Repetltlon And water'd heaven with their tears,
On what wings dare he aspire? o Qhetorical questions Did he smile his work to see”?
What the hand, dare sieze the fire? Did he who made the Lamb make thee?
* |magery of fire, furnace, hammer,

And what shoulder, & what art, chain Tyger! Tyger! burning bright

Could twist the sinews of thy heart”? In the forests of the night,

* Biblical and mythological
And when thy heart began to beat, Y 3 What immortal hand or eye

What dread hand? & what dread feet? references Dare frame thy fearful symmetry? E




THE TYUER

SONGS OF EXPERIENCE
(1794)

Tyser! Tyger! burning bright
yger: lyger: ourning o©rig What the hammer? what the chain?

In the forests of the night,
O I In what furnace was thy brain”

What immortal hand or eye

What the anvil? what dread grasp
Could frame thy fearful symmetry? —_— HANK

= Dare its deadly terrors clasp?

In what distant deeps or skies When the stars threw down their spears,

. 5 ? / 3 ¢
Burnt the fire of thine eyes ! And water'd heaven with their tears,

On what wings dare he aspire”
What the hand, dare sieze the fire”

Did he smile his work to see?
Did he who made the Lamb make thee?

And what shoulder, & what art, Tyger! Tyger! burning bright

Could twist the sinews of thy heart”? In the forests of the night,

And when thy heart began to beat,
What dread hand? & what dread feet?

What immortal hand or eye :

Dare frame thy fearful Ssym metry? @
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