


* Tintin is the ‘eternal youth of the
west capable of defeating evil
without losing his original
identity and purity’ (Apostolides,
55). He is the modern and
diminutive Galahad, the
successful medieval hero of
romance traditions: instead of
the Holy Grail, Tintin’s missions
are humanitarian. In the process
he secures knowledge of the
world. Moreover, his mission is
free from bloodshed as Tintin
never kills a villain. This is a great
virtue of the comic series.
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Tintin as a superchild: as a little version of
Superman

Superman, German Ubermensch, in philosophy, the superior man, who
justifies the existence of the human race. “Superman” is a term
significantly used by Friedrich Nietzsche, particularly in Also sprach
Zarathustra (1883—85), although it had been employed by J.W. von
Goethe and others. This superior man would not be a product of long
evolution; rather, he would emerge when any man with superior
potential completely masters himself and strikes off conventional
Christian “herd morality” to create his own values, which are
completely rooted in life on this earth.

Tintin’s adventures have a benevolent and good mission. Herge has
forged a new myth in ‘The Adventures of Tintin’ and it is as
representative of twentieth century as Galahad, Don Juan or Faust
were representatives of their respective times.



https://www.britannica.com/topic/philosophy
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Friedrich-Nietzsche
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Johann-Wolfgang-von-Goethe

Post World War theme of rupture from the past

* Freedom from parental control and restrictions. Tintin needs no parental
guidance

* Tintin’s adventures represent ‘an eternal repetition of the moment when
the father’s power is discovered to be limited, a discovery that typically
takes place during adolescence.

* And freedom from worries as Tintin has an identity as a reporter.

* The rise of Hitler and Nazism was built on patriarchal mythologies of
Fuhrer. For the generation who were born along with Tintin in the 1930s
those myths was refused along with the authority of the Father. Confer
Sylvia PIIath’s Daddy. World of childhood completely differed from the post
war reality.

e Captain Haddock and Professor Calculus are elders but they are sort of
buffoons who evoke fun and laughter.

e Tintin takes his own decisions.



Floating timeline: the world ages and evolves but
Tintin remains forever innocent and young

e Each adventure ends only to begin a new adventure in a world where time
Is repetitive.

 Tintin is forever adolescent.

* He does not show any sign of sexual desire and thereby detached from
growth and maturity and decay.

* Tintin only ages within being enriched with knowledge of the world.

* Comic characters are generally frozen in time. In detective fiction, Satyajit
Ray’s Feluda and Topshe and Jatayu (Lalmohan Ganguly) also exist in
floating timeline

* Not Sharadindu’s Byomkesh who is a sexual being and ages with time.



* The world of Tintin is frequented by males where women are almost
absent. Bianca Castafiore is the only woman in the entire series.

* Some have therefore brought the charge of misogyny. Some have
explained this as an outcome of Tintin’s asexual nature.

* Tintin’s world is a boyish world of convent school where women are
far away at home.

* As if the rightful place for women is home and the rightful place for
the western European males is the world outside home.



Colonial or postcolonial?

* In Western fictions set in Asia, ‘Europeans and Americans move among the
Asians with relative ease and affluence, as did many of the authors (and
Tintin, for that matter) embodying the power of the dominant races ...
(Winks and Bush, 9).

* However, Tintin is always attuned to world’s diversity and respectful of
different cultures. The very mission of this comic series is to introduce the
young reader to the cultural and geographical diversity of the world.

e Tintin and Haddock feels for the unfortunate black men in ‘The Red Sea
Sharks’ and saves them from slavery. Tintin risks his life violating all
ridicules of Haddock to save his friend Chang. He takes on the side of the
Chinese rickshaw-puller when a white man thrashes him disgracefully in
‘The Blue Lotus’.

* Today in the twenty-first century, he is eternally young and symbolize the
universal spirit of adventurism and sympathy for the oppressed and
unfortunate and the good.



Haddock and Tintin rescues African Muslims from
llegal slave trade )
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Yes, Effendi, to || | Al pight, we'll take you
Mecca . We good Mus-| to Mecca...ov condition

lims. We wmaking
pilarimage to the
tomb of the Prophet.

X gt

T daga Laler . . .

There. IF my reckoning is
correct we should soon sight

Jidda, the port for Mecca .

Yes . Those poor fFellows ...
nearly the end of their journey.

=y %

that you all obPey my
orders. For a start, [ nieed

somie wien as stokers.

Look, Captain; just tell me this: Effendi! Effendi!
is there any coke aboard? You come look! ...
Ship coming Eo us . ..

Come , come, you've
beewn reading too
wany thrillers ...
There's no slave -
trading wow -
adays !

Poor fellows!...Poor Fellows! . ..
You don't still believe they were

being sold as slaves 2 ... [t's
absurd ...
If the Emir was Eelling .
the truth, then ['wm afmid
that was to be their Fate.




... Halha! la , | [ And teetW?... Come on ,open
, : your wmouth, Sambo...Hmm, not
toobad... Teeth quite sound..

Y

...... —— =
Here, have you quite Finished play-
17ng the cattle-dealer? This man's
nhot a horse, wora slave ...

| Ssh!...You mustn't say
| Ehat!..."Coke"is the word,

as you well Know,

' Coke!!l,.. Blistering bamacles! || || You Erafficker in human Flesh!
«. Tintin was right ! There You deserve to be strung up on
still are slave-traders...And | the mizzen yardarm!
that’s what you're up to, you brute! || | B 0
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Tintin against the colonial white man in The Blue
Lotus
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Dirty little Chinaz” man! ...
Tobarge into a 7 white man!
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Stop wme punishing a useless nat-
ive, would you?... Interfering brat !
A

.

You'll hear more of this,
busybody!...You bet you will!

.

Al, Gibbons,
my friend !

You look
peeved,
old chap!

(o

Peeved! Am | |
peeved! Get a
_load of this!.

p =
...5ome European kid had the
nerve to back up a rickshaw
boy... He'd knocked we flying

w and | was teaching him a

lesson!... Trying to stop me
beating a native ...

| Intolerable!
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] am Chang
Chong-chen...But
...why did you

| save my life?

e ———yp= e
[That's better, en?
| You almost swallowed

] thought all white
devils were wicked, like
those who killed my
grandfather and grand-
wiother long ago. Vuring
the War of Righteous
and Harmon-(The Boxer
ious Fistsmy| Rebellion,
father said.

But Chang, all white wen
aren't wicked, Yousee,
different peoples don't
kviow enough about
each other. Lots of Euro-




... that all Chinese
are cumning and
cruel and wear pig-
tails, are always
inventing tortures,
and eating rotten
eggs and swallows’
nests. ..

The same stupid
Europeans are quite
convinced that all
Chinese have tiny
feet, and even vow
little Chivese girls
sufferagonies
with bandages. ..

...desigved to pre-
vent their feet develo-
ping normally. They're
even convinced
that Chinese rivers
are full of unwanted
babies, throwm in
when they are born.

60 you see Chang,
that's what lots

of people believe

about china!

1

They must
be crazy

| people in

(4 your country !!




Havids up!

| Victory ! Only justin time,
. Chang! | thought
you hadn't succeed-

] bow wmy old head in
respect before the courage
of your youth, Chang!

Now you are free.
Mre wang!

(Well, gentlemen! IL's my turn to
do the explaining, Mr Mitsuhirato
...Were you really silly enough
to believe 1'd walk straight into
the lion's jaws?...You must
think I'm a very

The crew of the
'Harika Maru'
| didn't have Lime

(1 knew perfectly well I'd been
seen leaving the Blue Lotus. None-
theless, [ decided to visit godown
No 9 but | took a few precautions...
Last vight, the crew of the
'‘Harika Maru ' were surprised
by the Sowns of the Dragon
and put in irons. Some of our
Friends Wid in the barrels to
be delivered to you. Others
waited for your men, then
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Herge is a polyglot and his works weave a
discourse against linguistic imperialism
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Pitchhers 2 ... I'vmm s0 sorry, ma'am, my ]
! stock is completely exhausted ... :

Good! Now we're
out of the city.

And there's Ehe
well. .. (onfouund
it, he promised
’ us there'd be noone
Ll s bout at Ehishour!
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Wake up, you milk -maid, and

— o
; : Billions of blistering barnacles in a
look where you're going'! Ehundering typhoon! You did that on
purpose, you gang of Bashi-bazouks!

v \ ol

< “Ial

{%f* LOOK c-).c.«'r!:]
* .. ) i

\ XX
G P9

R ——

ap ‘.}';‘-' — —
& What's the matter,
Captain? Met your

match at last 2




Encyclopaedic and a model for the modern times

* The world of Tintin serves as a Children’s Encyclopaedia and a modern fable

* Each book gives an idea of the people, climate and culture of a particular
country or place and simultaneously delivers a discourse on universal
brotherhood.

* Instead of creating a fairyland Herge shows the variegated and fascinating
aspects of different parts of the globe.

* The comic series also updates the readers on contemporary socio-political
issues like human trafficking in ‘the Red Sea Sharks’ as well as with
contemporary interest of science fiction such as the ‘Yeti’ in ‘Tintin in Tibet'.
‘Cigars of the Pharaoh’ depict drug-smugglers.

* It also updates us on modern development of science such as parapsychology
and telepathy in ‘Tintin in Tibet'.

* |t may have inspired the great Satyajit Ray as Feluda series is also encyclopaedic
in a similar way.
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